Nob Hill

condos have
a classy past

Restored Embassy mixes elegance

and practicality

By Jodi Helmer
for The Tribune

Marthaeit Portland w hame e an eelee-
e mix af l.hgpg_ resiauranii, ca r-n. and art
galleries. making it ome of the most vibran:
ntll.sl'll‘.u.l-rhw.ﬂh i the |:il_'|.'. Mow, with the
canverion of Ny af Ehl_‘ I.'l?i‘hl.b-l:ll.‘l‘l-ﬂn—clll.
finest histonc baildings. it's also the place to
purchase a brand new piece of ald-world real
ealale,

The Embassy. a five-
story lormer apasTment
hl.'lild'll'lE (=] ll'.f CIrmCr 1It.
Morthwess 20th Avenue
and Flanders Streer, has
EBeern |.'|:-r|1r|:lrl|r.| s o
dominiums and restored
Lk ALE {II";B_;I:II E:.i.u-:‘ltu:’

I-.:_-, =|r'-'t'|ap-rr Fobert Ball.
“The Embassy is a
Yy 5r.1.r|.-:| |;u||r1in'; " Ball
says. " Buildings of this
q u-'i“!_'\.' are Pew amd Far

|:-r|'.l.'|_'-_ln. '

Ball, whe has preserved a number of his-
T 1 r-i,--.:.-:lrn‘li.'l.l klui}l'.inu'\ in Morthwest Port-
lamd and is responsible for the developmens
al ehe Marakall-Welli Lofta .1.-|-,! lhl.' Avemus
Lafis in the Pearl Dastrice, spent five years
negonating the purchase of the Embassy.
The building. once known as “Morthwest
Portland s address ol disrimcrion.” was owned
by a single family until Ball bought is Lust
:.|:|'iﬂ5.

Bbualt an 1925 and listed on the Mational
R.-:e:i'll.:l ol qulu'il. ["'i.i.l.'l_'p,_. ll".-l_' ﬁﬂ'lhlii._'r al-
fers buyers a rare chance 1o purchase prop-
ey an Marbweit Portland s Meb Hill area

“There iz ot a lot of opportunity to buy
in this :||::|,5-!1|:||:-||'.|:-cr|!. " Ball iyl rtl-tl:'l'i:l'lg (=]
I‘hr drFF.l reilatalion &8 & rl-l.l"l"l"J {ﬂr refberd.

% The architecture
and building materials
and designs are things
yvou couldn't afford to

build today. "7
— Robert Ball, Developer

The unsts are 1Ll ed fram '5.“:'1-_.?3'1- [ 1]
£265.458, which Ball calls “an affardable
product in & grear neighborhood.” Buyers
REErE Bl Agden: 38 wnirs have been sold,
and more than 130 prospective buyers
toured the Embassy during iis opening
weehkend in |.'.1."|_'.' March.

AFer ll'.'lr.s 1) "l"l'l.'l.l.!'llrlﬁlll.'ll Do.C.. Far
two years, Andrew Feinberg was prepar.
ing o move back to Portland. When he
roared the !'!I'l.'ll'lll'l_',' he

knew immediately he
wanted o make it his
hIJIIIII.-

It's a beautuful build-
ing in & great location,”
Bl lm Ffil.'ll.l'l'rsl 'I.'rihﬁ |:||.r-
chased & one-bedroam
umit on the bourth oo
“It's almost too good to
b true.”

The &% studia and ane-
h-'."':l ro=Hm q-nn.!rl-m INTWMmS.
which range from 407
SCUArT Feat to SF9 AquAre

feet. Feature large living spaces with hard.
wesped flowara, LIF'II_ILI.'\'II kirchens sed kistare
detailing. In keeping with the building’s his-
wary, the condominiums have their eriginal
built-ins and beautiful doorway and window
maldings

The kitchens intlude new cabinets and
appliances. Though they are equipped with
madern amenition the kitchens are designed
ta fit the pericd in which the Embassy was
".p.qu. E].'l.l,-ll. and whice Lr::ﬂ:-un 1'.||:l:. are lazd
in & geomedric pattern on the countermops,
.|r|-'| |:nr'r;:|-|‘| I‘thmg has bBeen i:|1.|.1."-|;-;_|
throughout

The large living arexs are light and
bright, highlighting the arginal honey-col-
ared hlrdh-ﬂ-ﬁd I'Ina-an Manv onits Fearare

-

The &% stisdio and one-bedroom condominiwms in the Embassy have Large Bght, bright
liwinig areas with honey-codored hardwond floors. All the units alio have Murphy beds,
which give the homecwners more ipace and a room for guests,

French doors and large closets with dressing
reoms and built-ins. Every unit has a oor-
1-;|-|:|;||||nu' .“u:pl\_'-.' bed — & bed thar f\'.'-llil- up
into & closet — that is orginal to the build-
-in._;. With a quick adjusrment. bomeowners
have an imstant gaest bedreom

“The Murphy beds give hameowners a
lot mare space and fAexibalig.” Ball sayrs,
“This is something you just won't find in cah-
er buildings.”

Though the Embasgy retains much of its
qns:n.ﬂ -:]'l.; e, the |:||i|r‘|':r|s R alin under-
gone upgrades o enhance hvabaline. Alu-
mimwem windows, bor example, have beon re-
j]-:.i.ll't\d h-'i':l'l meEw wooden wandows that res
flect the eriginal architecture. The terrazzo
flocring in the bathrocms has beoa reitored.
Evan the ald-fashioned telephone intercom

ayabeiE Was retarned, though IBEr: Lre |r=J.|n
to install an updated intercom system

The Embassy has also undergane mujar
1||'|ﬂ'u|:||;"|. B the wi.rinu'. |'||urr||‘1ir|u. r|¢1.'.'|.rr|-r:
and common areas; ithe hallways bave new
[ rpl:l.inu' pracnt and ]iu_ll'hl'lﬁ

A private interior courtyard provides a
|.g|_-|1_|d|:l|:! Lpacr Fos hn:n:uwﬂrn L= l.:qu:u!
timee with neighbors and friends in a shared
aistcenzr ipEce.

“The courtyard is beautifal in the sum-
mer, Ball fav "Ressdents cam "unu £Hat and
barbecue outside, if they choose 10"

The El‘HI‘.II.:\_‘- has a -I:-C'I.'I'Irllul'.il_'r' |.l||.|r\-|ir||
room, and several units include a designated
all-arreet pl.r'k'rns ol — a coup in the 1'||5|'.-
iraffic neighborhood. Best of all, the building
affers buvers a historic | S=yvear wax freere,

saving them several thousand dellars in
property laxes

Ball i excited sbowt the work that'’s be-
ing done ai the Embasyy. °1 Feel really goed
about saving and restoring alder buildings,”
he R 'Tl'u.'_'p ':iw: Har r|.-|.'i|:|'||tu:-|'|".|'b-|.r:|||
character.”

Figll |:l:-rr|'| II‘H_' F,:n%u.j:c} EG & eradirienal
Mew York walkup. "It is & very classic
|!||:i|:|:n5 i an old-warld Y, " ke VR “The
architecrure and building materials and de-
signs are things you couldn't afford to build

Robert Ball, top, takes great peide in diving
and restoring obder bulldings. He spent five
years negotiating the purchase of the
Emibasgy, which it litbed on the Mational
Regliter of Historic Places. Mamy anits
inclede Frendh doors and large closets with
bngilt-ing and drescing areas (above). The
Embassy, konown ai “the sddreis of
distincthon, ™ Is weny elasiie im it
architecture and craftsmanship {right}.

todlay. ™

Feinberg, an archatect, recognized the
b_.rn!\,u aiy & hrlul:_'. :I.erJ I'Li'l.ll\.'lﬁlill ‘l.iErl.iF-
CdnCe

“There 13 5.:-rr|-r!]'||r|‘ :r4.|i.ll.' .;n::,-.;.nd
|.||1rili:|[ sbour the huii.-e‘llng. “ he Sl -'T||.-|:
units have a lot more characeer than many
@l the qll‘l.-l_-r Apaces b-r;l'.l: baile. [ am WErY
excited about it.”

Ty J".llll';L'.-'_l.' [ |'l..'|.'|3r mariated r!-w,;-.!- F-rq'n' ﬂr
al Eatrte, For suwe infornuniion eint wew.cm
.lhr.t'_lp".'ﬂ'llll'.u'l'.'.' s el ﬂrf-;}.}f-::ﬁ_f




